Navidad en España

Nombre:_______________________________________
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Epiphany










         In Spain, Epiphany or Kings’ Day ‘Fiesta de los tres Reyes Magos.’ and is celebrated on January 6th. This is the twelfth night after Christmas.  Epiphany celebrates when the Wise men had brought gifts to the baby Jesus.  Most presents are opened on Epiphany, instead of Christmas.  Children believe that the Kings, instead of ________________bring presents to them at Epiphany.  They write letters to their favorite king, visit the kings at the mall, asking them for a special gift. On Epiphany Eve, they leave their shoes on windowsills, balconies, or under the Christmas tree to be filled with candy, just like American kids hang up their ______________. Gifts are left for the Kings, such as walnuts and they leave water & hay for the camels.  Many towns and cities have Epiphany Parades, with a each King on a float. 
Nochevieja                                                                                                                                  New Year's Eve in Spain is called "Nochevieja - The Old Night".  Hours before midnight on New Years Eve, tens of thousands of people gather in Madrid’s Puerta del Sol to await the chimes of the clock on the tower which dominates the Spanish capital’s central square, just like we do in the U.S. in ______________________________. However, unlike Americans, Spaniards have a strange custom. At the stroke of midnight and the dawn of the new year, everyone will eat one grape at each of the twelve chimes. There is a clock on top the La Puerta del Sol, and when the twelve gongs start, you'd better be ready to start gulping down those grapes. 
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By the time the clock has stopped chiming, you have to have swallowed all of your grapes for good luck (chewing them is optional!)  This task is nearly impossible. Usually people still have grapes in their mouths and they start looking at each other and have to laugh…it’s hard to take a second to  swallow a mouthful of grapes when you are laughing hysterically. 
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Unlike many Spanish traditions the eating of grapes (tomar las uvas) is of quite recent & non-religious. Early in the twentieth century, freak weather conditions resulted in an unseasonable harvest of grapes. At a loss over what to do about so many grapes at Christmas time, the grape growers came up with the idea of the New Year ritual. The Madrid celebration in 2003 was cancelled because of____________________.
Las Posadas                                                                                                                                    The festivities are in full swing with the beginning of the posadas — celebrated each evening from December 16 to 24 -nine days of religious observance based on the nine months that Maria carried Jesus in her womb. The posadas re-enact Mary and Joseph's cold and difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of shelter; in Spanish, the word means "lodging."
Traditionally, a party is held each night in a neighborhood home. At dusk, guests gather outside the house with children dressed as shepherds, angels, Mary and Joseph. An angel leads the procession, followed by Mary and Joseph or by guests carrying their images. The adults follow, carrying lighted candles. The "pilgrims" sing a song asking for shelter, and the hosts sing a reply, finally opening the doors to the guests and offering festive foods. The party ends at a designated neighbor’s house & they host a party for the crowd. The next night, the party is at a different neighbor’s house.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rosca de reyes  (king's cake) is a very fine cake prepared carefully and delicately. It is traditional to put several surprises inside the roscon. Before the baker places the bread in the oven, she presses a porcelain figure of a baby into the dough and an haba or dry bean. Whoever finds the baby in their piece of roscon will have good luck and be the king of the party, while whoever finds the haba must pay for the expensive roscon.
Misa de Gallo                                                                                                                                         Misa de gallo is the Spanish phrase for Midnight mass, literally translated as "Rooster's Mass". It owes its name to the idea that a rooster would have been among the first to witness the birth of Jesus, and thus be the one to announce it.

In most Spanish speaking countries, Misa de gallo entails a typical midnight mass, starting at around 12:00 a.m. on Christmas Eve. In Spanish, “Noche Buena” is how you say Christmas Eve, literally translated as "Good Night." After midnight mass, it is typical to continue dinner at home with lots of family present. Many times the festivities carry on until Christmas morning!          

Tres Reyes Magos                                                                                                                         The three Wise men are seen everywhere in Spain at Christmas, visiting hospitals, orphanages, etc. The men who dress up in various "Wise men" garments are from all walks of life. The legend tells of the three Wise men traveling through the country on their way to Bethlehem. To properly receive them, the children fill their shoes with straw on Epiphany Eve. For their efforts, they find their shoes filled with presents the following (Epiphany) morning. Most children visit the “Tres reyes magos” at the mall and write letters to them, as well as Santa.
This is a picture of La Puerta del Sol. Notice the clock just to the left of the star on the tree.  The bell is just above the clock.








