Las Posadas (Spanish for "The Inns") is a nine-day celebration beginning December 16 and ending December 24, which is called Noche Buena ("Holy Night"). It is a yearly tradition for many Christian Latin Americans and symbolizes the trials which they believe Mary and Joseph endured before finding a place to stay and where Jesus could be born. It is a very important Christmas Tradition for them.[1]
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]Las Posadas represents the troubles that Joseph and Mary faced in finding a room when traveling to Bethlehem. Every night for nine-nights,  small child dressed as an angel leads groups of children and adults from house to house singing a traditional song requesting lodging (posada) with one man dressed up as Joseph and one woman dressed up as Mary. In each house, the owner responds with refusal (also in song), until they reach the designated site for the party, where the owner recognizes Mary and Joseph and allows them to come in. Once the "innkeepers" let them in, the group of guests come into the home and kneel around the Nativity scene to pray (typically, the Rosary). This is followed by the singing of traditional Christmas songs and a party for the children, including a piñata.  Latin American countries have continued to celebrate this holiday to this day, with very few changes to the tradition.
 

