
The Second Middle Passage
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Ban on Import of Slaves

Act to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves Any Place within the United States
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Textile-Based Industrialization

Illustration from 1836 of men and women at work in a textile mill
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New England Textile Mills
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Cotton Gin

Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin Patent Drawing, 1794
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Domestic Slave Trade

1835 advertising for purchase of slaves in Maryland  
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King Cotton
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Cotton Picking

1860 photograph of slaves 
picking cotton in Alabama
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New Slave States and Territories



Central Historical Question

Why is the domestic slave trade 

referred to as the Second Middle 

Passage?


